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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 23rd June 2026 at 7pm.
Venue: The Lock Tearoom 

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          	            Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden                                                   	Apologies: 		1	                                               
		M. Hodges
		C. Edmond                                                                 District Cllrs:		2
		J. Sjollema
		C. Swann	Public:			12
		
Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk (Attended remotely) 

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded by Councillor Sjollema for the purpose of Minutes.
26/25	Chairs welcome 
	The Chair welcomed everyone present and opened the meeting. 

26/24	Apologies received from Councillor Baker

26/25		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
· Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association
· Cllr Edmond – Non-Pecuniary – Essex Waterways and Essex Waterways Navigation Trust. 
· Cllr Swann – Non-Pecuniary – Owner of Tearoom, Daisy Meadow Car Park, Relative of contractor. 

26/26		The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 19th May 2026 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

26/27	County Councillor Report – There was no report from the County Councillor. 
District Councillor Report – A written report was previously circulated, and a verbal report was received from Councillor Spenceley.
The Chair - 20’s plenty – The Chair gave a verbal report on the 20’s plenty webinar he had attended.
Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Heybridge Primary School Choir – The Choir have confirmed they are happy to attend both the Act of Remembrance and the Christmas Light Switch On Event.
· St George’s Community Room – The community room has been booked for the Christmas Light Switch On event. The Church have advised that their coffee morning will take place at 9am on 7th November 2026, but are content for the Act of Remembrance to run alongside this. 
· WhatsApp Policy – Councillors were reminded that the Council WhatsApp group should not be used before 8am or after 8pm unless in the event of an emergency. 
· Councillor Training - Heybridge Parish Council have agreed for CouncilWise to deliver group councillor training and have enquired whether Heybridge Basin Parish Council would like to participate. The training would provide a refresher for existing councillors and training for those yet to attend. Costs are currently awaited, and it is hoped  the training will be delivered at Plantation Hall. 
· Working Hours – The Clerk advised that the school would be closing early for the remainder of the week due to the heatwave, and as a result, working hours may be reduced.
26/28	Finance.
a. To approve
i. Payment requests for May/June 2026 were approved
ii. Receipts for May/June 2026 were approved
b. To consider renewal of membership with the Maldon & Heybridge Heritage Harbour Association at a cost of £22. Resolved: To renew the membership.

26/29	Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2026
a. The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) of the AGAR for 2025/2026 was approved and signed.
b. The Accounting Statements (Section 2) of the AGAR for 2025/2026 were approved and signed.
c. The Internal Audit Report for 2025/2026 from April Skies Ltd was received and noted. No significant issues were raised. It was noted that the rounding error had been amended. 
d. The period for the Exercise of Public Rights was agreed as Thursday 25th June – Wednesday 5th August.

26/30	Public Forum 
No members of the public wished to speak.

26/31	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.

26/00334/FUL – Tideways, 9 Basin Road – Ground floor front extension, and first floor rear extension to provide an entrance porch and additional bedroom to the main house and the erection of an associated annexe to 9 Basin Road as self-build and custom development. 
Resolved: To recommend approval of the planning application and to submit no additional comments.

26/00344/FUL – Boat Building Yard, Lock Hill – Demolition of existing buildings and construction of 4 no. Class E commercial unity at ground floor and 4 no. holiday lets at first floor, provision of hard and soft landscaping, sustainable drainage, vehicular access and associated works. 
Resolved: To recommend refusal of the planning application based on the material planning considerations discussed, and for the Clerk to prepare and submit the Council's comments under the Scheme of Delegation.
26/00387/WTPO – Tolcraft, 104 Basin Road – (TPO 05/75) T1 – Horse Chestnut – Crown reduction by up to 2.5m back to previous pruning points. Remove deadwood within the canopy. 
Resolved: To recommend approval of the planning application and to submit no additional comments.

26/32	Daisy Meadow Car Park 
a. To consider the current year planting budget and agree delegated spending limits under delegated powers.
Resolved: To allocate a budget of £4,000.00 for the purchase of containers, mulch, plants and compost under the Clerk's delegated powers. Any expenditure exceeding the approved budget shall be referred back to Council for consideration and approval.
b. To consider a proposal from Councillor Swann regarding the provision of temporary toilets and agree any actions to be taken.
Resolved: For the Clerk to arrange the hire of two single portable toilets from Plush Mobile Toilets Ltd at a cost of £60.00 per week for a period of four weeks.
c. To discuss the transformer at the entrance of the car park and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved: For the Clerk to investigate and obtain costs for the provision of curved fencing, fencing installation, and a cable tracing survey at the transformer located at the entrance to the car park.

26/33 Assets
a. To consider the installation of a sign at the entrance to the village, including associated costs, and agree any action. 
Resolved: For the Clerk to order the village entrance sign with concrete foundations at a cost of £775.93 and to accept the quotation from HRS Marine Services for installation works in the sum of £450.00. Councillor Swann abstained from voting
b. To consider the requirement for a storage solution for the Speed Watch equipment and agree any actions to be taken. 

Three members of the public left.

Resolved: For the Clerk to order the steel locker for the storage of the Speed Watch equipment at a cost of £124.88 including VAT, together with additional locks and installation, at a total project cost not exceeding £250.00.
c. To consider quotations for the installation of dog and litter bins at the previously agreed locations and agree any action to be taken.
The item was deferred to a future meeting as quotations had not been received.
d. To discuss dog sack dispensers and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved: Not to progress the dog sack dispenser project at this time and to keep the matter under review.

26/34	Website
a. To review the proposed site map and provide feedback on the draft Home Page and Contact Page designs. 
Resolved: To approve the proposed site map and the draft Home Page and Contact Page designs. The Council suggested that a map of the Parish be included on the Home Page. Consideration of information relating to the 225 was deferred to a future meeting pending discussions regarding the potential replacement of the commemorative plaques.

26/35	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.
26/36		Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.

All members of the public left.

26/37	Daisy Meadow Car Park
a. To receive an update following discussions with Smart Parking and, if available, consider any proposed contract amendments and agree any actions to be taken.
The Clerk provided a confidential update regarding contractual discussions relating to Daisy Meadow Car Park. Resolved: To note the update and confirm the Council's support for the proposal, subject to the inclusion of the amendments discussed.

26/38	Bus Shelter License
a. To consider the bus shelter license agreement following review by the solicitors and agree any action to be taken. 
This item was deferred due to a delay in receiving the reviewed information from the solicitor. 

26/39	Personnel Matters
a. The clerk's accrued holiday entitlement for 2025/26 was noted and payment within the July 2026 payroll was approved. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:39pm



Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7pm



Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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